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The University of Tulsa unveiled Cap-
tain ’Cane, a superhero-looking mascot, 
before football coach Todd Graham’s press 
conference Monday.

Graham smiled and looked at the mus-
cle-bound figure and said, “We could have 
used you last Saturday.”

The mascot wasn’t available during the 
45-0 loss at No. 10 Oklahoma, but it will 
make its debut for fans at Saturday’s 6 p.m. 
home opener against Sam Houston State.

The hurricane-type mascot has been a 
part of TU tradition since 1977, but it’s now 
taken on a human form for the first time.

“We’ve had Captain ’Cane from the 
1970s, and he’s still our mascot,” Tulsa 
athletic director Bubba Cunningham 
said. “It’s difficult to depict a hurricane or 
wind.

“Captain ’Cane is still Captain ’Cane. 
We’ve made him more of a superhero than 
depicting a hurricane.”

The former Captain ’Cane was a hur-
ricane-shaped mascot with angry eyes 
that was voted by Foxsports.com as the 
second-worst college mascot behind Stan-
ford’s tree.

“Looking like you lost a fight with a pot-
tery instructor is no way to go through 
life,” the Web site reported.

The hurricane-type mascot has been 
a part of TU since 1977, when the mascot 
was known as “Hurc” and later made a 
transformation to the nickname “Huffy.” 
In the early 1990s, Captain ’Cane took on 
a new look.

A coloring book featuring Captain ’Cane 
will be given to the first 2,000 youths at 
Saturday’s game. 

Page 2 Where you turn
••CALENDAR Four-day outlook

For a full list of community events, 
and to submit your event, go online to: 

tulsaworld.com/calendar

Missing a paper?
To subscribe (or if you’re missing a 
paper) call 582‑0921. Outside area 
code 918, phone 1‑800‑444‑6552. 
For re‑delivery, we take calls from 

6‑11:30 a.m. Monday‑Saturday, and 
7 a.m.‑11:30 Sunday. Delivery prob‑
lems must be reported within two 

days to receive adjustments.

To place an ad
General 581‑8510 

(8 a.m.‑5 p.m.)
Classified 583‑2121 

(8 a.m. ‑6 p.m.)

Home delivery rates
Daily and Sunday $17.00
Thursday − Sunday $11.50
Monday − Saturday $10.00
Monday − Friday $10.00
Tuesday − Saturday $10.00
Sunday only $8.65

Thursday‑through‑Sunday 
subscriptions includes Christmas. 
Sunday‑only subscriptions include 

Thanksgiving and Christmas. 
The Tulsa World will continue all 

subscriptions at regular price unless 
notified. Periodical postage paid at 

Tulsa OK.

Postmaster:
Address changes to

Tulsa World, PO Box 1770,
Tulsa OK 74102

Joe Worley Executive editor 581‑8373
Susan Ellerbach Managing editor 581‑8329
David Averill Editorial Pages editor 581‑8330
Debbie Jackson Sunday editor 581‑8374
Bill Harper Operations editor 581‑8476
Colleen Almeida Smith Night editor 581‑8481
Ziva Branstetter City editor 581‑8326
Mike Strain Sports editor 581‑8356
Mark Brown Scene editor 581‑8335
John Stancavage Business editor 581‑8314
Tom Gilbert Chief Photographer 581‑8350
David Housh Graphics editor 581‑8324
Tim Chamberlin Design editor 581‑8343
Rita Sherrow Television editor 581‑8360

World Publishing Company  
315 S. Boulder Ave.  

Tulsa OK 74103
Main phone: 918‑583‑2161

Delivery services: 582‑0921
Newsroom: 581‑8400

Robert E. Lorton III
Publisher and CEO

John R. Bair
President

Bernie Schutz
Advertising Director 581‑8509

Bill King
Circulation Director 581‑8532

Entire contents copyrighted World Publishing Company 2008.
USPS 643‑900

InsideToday
••MAKING HEADLINES Top stories in your World

Ontap

The birth of Captain ’Cane
The origin of captain ’cane, courtesy of the TU 
athletic department: Colin Cane, a fresh‑
man at The University of Tulsa, worked 
in IT support at night to help pay his way 
through college. During an electrical 
storm one night, Colin was called to the 
TU sports complex to fix a malfunctioning 
satellite that was broadcasting a live game. 
… As he adjusted the satellite, the roar of 
the crowd coursed through the transmitter 
just as it was zapped with static electricity 
from the storm. Colin became entangled 
in a web of cyber‑athletic forces. The 
atmospheric oddity known as a “binary 
vortex” mutated Colin over the course of 
several years. He eventually lost his hair 
but gained super‑human powers. Thus he 
became Captain ’Cane.

1977: Hurc, an early ver-
sion of Captain ’Cane.

TU mascot 
gets makeover
Will this version of 

Captain ’Cane 
rock fans?

1997: Captain ’Cane at a TU 
football game.

2006: a more recent 
incarnation. Photos courtesy TU

 MIKE SIMONS/Tulsa World

capTain ’canE: THroUgH THE yEars
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By gEnE cUrTis

1862
All slaves in rebel states must be freed 

as of Jan. 1, 1863, President Abraham 
Lincoln’s preliminary Emancipation 
Proclamation declared. Lincoln issued 
a second proclamation on Jan. 1 naming 
the rebel states where his earlier order 
applied.
1971

Army Capt. Ernest Medina, the career 
officer who commanded troops at My 
Lai, Vietnam, in 1968, was acquitted of 
murder and manslaughter charges aris-
ing from the operation. Only one soldier, 
Lt. William Calley, who served under Me-
dina as a platoon leader, was convicted 
of wrongdoing in the operation and was 
sentenced to life in prison, but he was 
released after serving 3 ½ years. While 
speaking to the Columbus, Ga., Kiwanis 
Club last August, Calley apologized for 
his role in the My Lai massacre. 
1975

Former FBI informant Sara Jane “Sal-
ly” Moore, 46, shot at President Gerald 
Ford as he left a San Francisco hotel, but 
missed because the gun was deflected 
by a bystander. Moore was released on 
parole in 2007 after serving 32 years of a 
life sentence.
2004

The Federal 
Communications
Commission fined 
each of the 20 CBS-
owned television 
stations $27,500 
for showing Janet 
Jackson’s exposed 
right breast during 
the Super Bowl 
halftime show. The 
3rd U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals threw 
out the fines in July 2008. 

gene Curtis, 581-8304
gene.curtis@tulsaworld.com

To purchase “Only in Oklahoma,” a book of collected 
columns by Gene Curtis, visit 

tulsaworld.com/OnlyinOklahoma

Janet Jackson in 
2002

TuESDAY

Bike 2 Work “After Work”
The end of ozone alert season brings 

cyclists together for Bike 2 Work “After 
Work,” 4:30 to 7 p.m. at the 41st Street 
Plaza, 41st Street and Riverside Drive.

Free refreshments will be available as 
green-minded folks “commute” on pedal 
power after work — from home or office.

tulsaworld.com/greentraveler

WEDNESDAY

The Stragglers and 
Friends remember

Red-dirt balladeers are slated for “The 
Stragglers & Friends’ A Night of Don 
Williams” at 8 p.m. at Cain’s Ballroom, 
423 N. Main St.

The Stragglers, Stoney LaRue, Mike 
McClure, the Red Dirt Rangers, Brandon 
Jenkins and more will perform covers of 
Williams’ music. Proceeds will go to the 
Tulsa Area Chapter of the American Red 
Cross.

Go online for ticket information.
tulsaworld.com/cains

THuRSDAY

Greek Holiday Festival
The ouzo will be flowing and the 

souvlaki hot off the grill for the crowds 
headed for the 49th Annual Greek Holi-
day Festival, beginning Thursday at Holy 
Trinity Greek Orthodox Church, 1206 S. 
Guthrie Ave.

The festival runs through Saturday and 
features Greek foods, music, dance and 
tours of the church. Admission is $2 after 
4 p.m.

tulsaworld.com/holytrinity

fRIDAY

Broadway Music Night
Signature Symphony hits Broad-

way with an 8 p.m. performance at the 
VanTrease Performing Arts Center for 
Education, 10300 E. 81st St.

Julie Hanson, a Jenks High School 
graduate who played Christine in the 
Broadway cast of “Phantom of the Op-
era,” will be joined by Larry Morbitt, who 
was also part of the Broadway “Phan-
tom.” Tickets are $27.50-$49. Another 
show is set for 8 p.m. Saturday.

tulsaworld.com/mytix

Baklava and other treats will be plentiful 
at the 49th annual greek Holiday Festival.

SCENE
FasHiOn 15: A quinceanera 
is like a coming-out party for 
Hispanic girls, and Martin 
Regional Library plans a fash-
ion show for the party. d3

MOre THan day-glO
Orange: Cheesemongers 
try to replace the wrapped-
in-plastic image of American 
cheese. d6

sUiTing UP: A benefit will 
help Dress for Success provide 
low-income women with 
clothes for job interviews. d6

eMMy wraP(s): Jason 
Ashley Wright picks his fave 
fashions from Emmy night, 
and yes, Kristin Chenoweth’s 
dress is among them. d1

SpoRTS
reTUrn rOad: Quarter-
back Sam Bradford throws 
at practice, but his status for 
OU’s game at Miami remains 
in question. B1

HOOPs HysTeria: In less 
than two years, Tulsa will be 
at the epicenter of that won-
derful, wacky time known as 
March Madness, columnist 
Dave Sittler says. B1

BesT MaTCHUPs: Barry Lew-
is lists this week’s top 10 high 
school football games. B2

NEWS
HOMe again: The deposed 
president of Honduras takes 
refuge in an embassy. a6

Paying FOr saFeTy: The 
Tulsa school board increases 
ticket prices to some sport-
ing events to fund increased 
security in the wake of vio-
lence at a football game. a9

sTOrMy weaTHer: Rain 
falling at a rate of 2 inches 
per hour swamps Tulsa-area 
streets on the last day of 
summer. a9

BuSINESS
CUTTing COsTs: American 
Airlines tells 600 retired 
executives, managers and 
support staff members in 
Oklahoma that it will drop 
their medical plan. e1

Field narrOws: Judges 
select seven finalists for the 
Mayor’s Entrepreneurial 
Spirit Award. e2

UPgrade: Cox Communica-
tion will upgrade the data 
speed for its Tulsa-area high-
speed Internet customers. e2

WHAT’S NEW
investment guide: Find out what Tulsa-

area investment advisers, stockbrokers 
and money managers recommend invest-
ing in this year.

tulsaworld.com/investmentguide09

WHAT You’RE SAYING
30 readers have commented on “NCAA 

Men’s Basketball Tournament coming in 
2011.”

orly: “i love this, the BOK is really pulling 
in some great events...I just wish all the 
BOK naysayers of a few years ago would 
come back for a big plate of crow...”

pokefan88: “Congrats for all the hard 
work to Tulsa Sports Commission!!!!!!”

MoNDAY’S Top 5 
The most popular stories read online 

in the last 24 hours:

1. is oU scared of Miami offense?: The Sooners have 
two weeks to prepare for the Hurricanes.

2, TU unveils new captain ‘cane mascot
3. cowboys need big turnaround
4. oU: Three storylines
5. ncaa Men’s Basketball Tournament coming in 2011 
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tulsaworld.com is free to use. Read the lat-
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